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RETURNED AND SERVICES LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA 
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THE PRICE OF LIBERTY IS ETERNAL VIGILANCE 

11am service  
Memorial Clock Tower 

Gloucester  

PROLOGUE:           We are assembled here to commemorate that 

immortal day when the young men of Australia by their deeds and sacri-

fice demonstrated to the world at Gallipoli, the Middle East and later on 

the Western Front that Australia was truly a Nation. 

The sons and daughters of Anzacs came forward without question, ac-

cepted gladly, and discharged fully their responsibilities during World 

War II, Korea, Malaya, Borneo, Vietnam, Somalia, Timor, the Gulf War, 

Iraq, Afghanistan and many peace keeping missions. 

On this day, we remember the sacrifice of such men and women for an 

ideal, for a way of life. Let us take strength in the knowledge and hope 

that our sons and daughters will never forget the examples set by their 

forefathers. In our every day life let us endeavour to carry on those tradi-

tions established by past wars and conflicts at such tragic cost. 

We think of every man, woman and child who, in those crucial years, 

died so that the lights of freedom and humanity might continue to shine. 

We nurture also the obligation of showing gratitude for the peace we en-

joy and the responsibility of ensuring that the freedom and liberty so 

costly won is not lost by our own indifference. We must be ever vigilant. 

Our gratitude and thanks extend to the serving members of our De-

fence Force both in Australia and on operations overseas, protecting our 

way of life and our Nation’s interests. So let us mourn with pride, but let 

us also remember with equal pride those who have served and still live. 

"See that you hold fast the heritage we leave.  

Yes and teach your children that never in the coming centuries  

may their hearts fail or their hands grow weak". 

HYMN: "THE RECESSIONAL" 

God of our Fathers, known of old, Lord of our far flung battle line. 

Beneath Whose awful hand we hold dominion over palm and pine;  

Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, Lest we forget - lest we forget. 
 

The tumult and the shouting dies, the captains and the kings depart 

Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice, A humble and a contrite heart.  

Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet. Lest we forget - lest we forget. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:  
 We thank You, 0 Heavenly Father, for the efforts being made by the 

Nations of the World in seeking peace and happier relations with each 

other. We praise You for the spirit in men and women which made them 

scorn the way of safety and venture all for the common cause of Freedom  
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 WREATH LAYING & TRIBUTES: PIPER TO PLAY LAMENT 

ODE:        They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old,  

Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn; 

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning  

We will remember them. Lest we forget. 

BUGLE SOUNDS ‘LAST POST’  --   1 MINUTE SILENCE 

BUGLE SOUNDS "REVEILLE" 

HYMN: “ABIDE WITH ME”   
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide, 

The darkness deepens, Lord with me abide; 

When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,  

Help of the helpless, 0 abide with me. 

I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless. 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness 

Where is death's sting? Where grave thy victory?I triumph still if  

Thou abide with me. 

BENEDICTION: 

ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR: 
Australians all let us rejoice, for we are one and free;                                

We've golden soil and wealth for toil; our home is girt by sea;                                                       

Our land abounds in nature's gifts of beauty rich and rare; 

In history’s page, let every stage Advance Australia fair. 

In joyful strains then let us sing Advance Australia fair. 

GOD SAVE THE KING: 
God save our gracious King. Long live our noble King.  

God save the King. 

Send him victorious, happy and glorious. Long to reign over us. 

God save the King. 

THANK YOU:  
The Gloucester RSL Sub Branch thank you for taking time out to share 

this Commemorative Service to our men and women who served this Na-

tion in time of conflict. We owe a debt of gratitude to and remember 

those who took part in fighting not only for their Country, but for all of 

us who live in this free land. We also thank all the people who assisted on 

the home front during times of conflict.   

‘The price of freedom is eternal vigilance’    
                     
 

and Right; for all great and noble acts known and unknown which we believe 

by the mercy of God will bring about the final conquest of the forces of evil 

which threaten the peace and security of the world. 

PRAYER FOR THE KING:  
 Almighty God, who rules over the Kingdoms of the Earth, bless Your Serv-

ant King Charles the Third, and be pleased to bestow upon him, the blessings 

of Divine Wisdom and grace, that under him this Nation may be wisely directed 

to take its rightful place in the wider life of the World. 

PRAYER FOR THE NATION:   
 Almighty God, watch over all those serving in the Armed Forces and 

those who still suffer disabilities through sickness or injuries sustained in war. 

Strengthen and encourage those who have been saddened by loss of loved 

ones, especially children deprived of a parent’s care and protection. Grant that 

the same courage and resolution, the same comradeship and service shown in 

the last great struggle in which our Country was involved, may now be offered 

in the greater task of making a true and lasting Peace. 

ADDRESS BY SCHOOL STUDENTS: 

HYMN:    "LEAD KINDLY LIGHT" 

Lead, Kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom lead Thou me on.  

The night is dark, and I am far from home, lead Thou me on. 

Keep Thou my feet: I do not ask to see  

The distant scene - one step enough for me. 
 

So long Thy power hast blest me, sure it still will lead me on.  

O'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till the night is gone. 

And with the morn those angel faces smile  

Which I have loved long since and lost awhile. 

COMMEMORATION ADDRESS: 

SONG PRESENTATION: 

COMMEMORATION OF THE FALLEN:  
 God of love and liberty, we bring our thanks this day for the peace and 

security we enjoy which was won for us through the courage and devotion of 

those who gave their lives in time of war. We pray that their labour and sacri-

fice may not be in vain, but that their spirit may live on in us and in the genera-

tions to come that liberty truth and justice which they sought to preserve may 

be seen and known in all nations upon earth. This we pray in the name of the 

one who gave his life for the sake of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


